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Abstract

Based on the economic and social importance of beekeeping as one of
the most important and widespread agricultural activities in Libya, the
research aimed to identify the economic and social characteristics of
honey consumers in the city of Tripoli. To implement the research
objectives, a field study was conducted for a random sample of
consumers, numbering 150 families, through a specially prepared form
for this purpose, during the year 2021. It has been shown through the
results of the field study for honey consumer demand that about 96% of
the total respondents in the sample prefer to consume honey, and only
about 4% do not prefer to consume it. The results of the study also
showed that consumer demand has a significant impact on the demand
for honey, as it came in first place with relative importance amounting
to about 38% of the total sample.

The results of the field study also showed that there is a negative impact
on prices, as increasing prices in light of the limited income of the
majority of families leads to a reduction in the quantities of honey
consumed, and that consumers respond greatly to the change in the
prices of purchasing honey and decide to increase the quantity
purchased only when the price is low. Therefore, they consider it an
unnecessary commodity that can be dispensed with if its prices rise.
Prices came in second place in terms of relative importance, with about
17% of the total sample. In addition, the results also indicated that there
is a clear effect of the level of the family’s monthly income in
determining the required quantity of honey. Most of the families studied
change their consumption of honey with changes in their income. The
study came up with a set of recommendations; the most important is
paying attention to honey production locally by providing credit
facilities to support beekeepers in establishing new apiaries that
contribute to increasing production to reduce prices.

Keywords: consumer demand function, bee honey, economic and
social factors, the city of Tripoli.
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